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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Spalding  Urban 

District  Council. 

I  beg  to  hand  you  my  Report  for  1939. 

Area  (in  acres  .  7.825 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

(a)  Resident  population,  mid- 1939  13,390 

(b)  Average  population  to  the  calculation  of 

death  rates  .  13,630 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1939) 

according  to  rate  books  .  4,253 

Rateable  Value  . £69,026 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  £268  4s.  7d. 


Live  Births. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M.  F.  M.  F. 

IM  etc.  B.  R. 


Total  ...  129  no 


128  108 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


116  101 
13  9 


115  99 
13  9 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated. 

Resident  Population,  mid-1939  .  17.6 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales .  15.0 

Still  Births. 

Total  M.  F. 

10  5  5 

Rate  per  1,000,  total  (live  and  still)  births 
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Deaths. 


Total  M.  F. 

144  75  69 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  10.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  29  and  30  of  the 

Registrar-General’s  Short  List). 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0  — 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1  4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births . 46 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  46 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  45 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  1 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

1.  — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

1.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  J.  R.  Munro,  M.D. 

2.  Public  Health  Officer  (whole  time)  L.  A.  Gomall, 
F.I.A.A.S.,  M.R.S.I. 

3.  Meat  Inspector,  S.  A.  Sharman. 

2.  — Other  Services. 

There  have  been  no  change  nor  developments  in  these  ser¬ 
vices  during  the  past  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Analysis  of  samples  taken  from  the  supply  in  private  houses 
have  been  made  quarterly.  There  is  no  variation  from  last  year's 
report.  The  water  is  of  excellent  organic  and  bacteriological 
quality.  It  is  quite  suitable  for  drinking  and  all  the  purposes  of  a 
public  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Ordinary  maintenance  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  the  system  continues  to  function  efficiently.  Additional 
sewers  have  been  constructed  in  Cley  Hall  Estate  during  the  year 
in  consequence  of  building  developments. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


During  the  year  4  pail  closets  and  20  vault  closets  have  been 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  and  17  cesspools  abolished. 


Public  Cleansing. 

An  up-to-date  refuse  collection  and  disposal  system  continued 
to  operate  satisfactorily.  Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  special 
efforts  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  salvage  of  all 
material  required  to  be  handed  back  to  industry. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  the  year  the  sanitary  department  has  treated  10 
houses  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs.  A  re-examination  of  places 
previously  treated  has  been  made. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1. — Inspection  of  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dweling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  182 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  311 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dweling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  26 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  31 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation .  4 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sul^  lrea>^l )  •••  •••  .*•  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
c!^j06cers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . none 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  such  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  . none 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  none 


B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notice  has  been  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  70 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners .  54 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  9 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  50 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  none 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  unaerground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 


Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  (Overcrowding). 

Since  the  dost  of  the  year  covered  by  the  report,  council 
houses  erected  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  most  of  the  cases  have  been  abated. 


•  •  » 


Number  ot  houses  overcrowded  at  end  oi  year .  4 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  4 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  39 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year . none 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  12 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  110 

Dwelling  houses  which  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowaing  . none 


New  Property. 

Plans  were  approved  for  47  new  dwelling  houses  during  the 
year. 

Section  H. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Inspection  of  cowsheds  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
(and  one  new  cowshed  has  ben  erected  in  the  area.  This  is  of 
modern  and  up-to-date  lay  out  and  construction).  Veterinary 
inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 

(&)  S!augh.'er-houses. 

A  regular  inspection  of  slaughter-houses  has  been  made  and 
necessary  action  taken  to  secure  cleanliness  and  the  removal  of 
offals,  etc.  During  the  year  the  following  meat  has  been 
condemned  and  destroyed  : 

4  Carcases  of  Beef. 

50  lbs.  of  Beef. 

14  Pigs. 

101  lbs.  of  Pork. 

4  Carcases  of  Mutton. 

25  lbs.  of  Mutton. 

44  Sides  of  Danish  Bacon. 

1  case  of  Rabbits. 

Large  quanity  of  Liver. 


TABLE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1939. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  sent 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria  . 

...  23 

16 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

...  9 

— 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

...  8 

6 

*— 

Erysipelas  . 

...  6 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

...  3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  ... 

...  4 

— 

— 

AGE  PERIODS  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  AND  DIPHTHERIA 


Age  Periods. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Under 

1 

year. 

— 

— 

f  f 

2 

9  9 

— 

1 

1  f 

3 

9  9 

. . .  — 

. . .  — 

1  f 

4 

9  9 

— 

1 

>  f 

5 

9  9 

. . .  — 

2 

9  1 

10 

f  9 

3 

6 

1  > 

15 

9  9 

2 

5 

>  1 

20 

9  9 

1 

1 

>  1 

35 

9  9 

2 

5 

>  y 

45 

9  9 

— 

1 

9  9 

65 

9  9 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Respira-  Non-Respira- 
tory.  tory. 

Respira-  Non-Respira- 
tory.  tory. 

M. 

F.  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

15 

2 

1 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

25 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

»  •  • 

„  35 

2 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  * 

„  45 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

„  55 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

63  •  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

•  « 

•  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

9 

6 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

•  • 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


J.  R.  MUNRO. 


Causes  of  Death  during:  Year  1939. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

All  Causes  . 

75 

69 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers  . 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

0 

Influenza  . 

0 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  . 

1 

2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

1 

0 

Svphilis  . 

0 

1 

General  Paralysis  of  the 
Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis  ... 

1 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

12 

15 

Diabetes  . 

1 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

3 

6 

Heart  Disease  . 

10 

17 

Aneurysm  . 

0 

0 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

4 

0 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

0 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea.  &c.  (under  2  years) 

1 

0 

Anpendicitis  . 

0 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

0 

0 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

0 

0 

O^her  Diaestive  Diseases  . 

2 

1 

^cute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Prema¬ 
ture  Birth,  Malformations, 
&c . 

4 

3 

‘=^e^i1itv  . 

18 

12 

^ir'cide  . 

1 

0 

Other  Violence  . 

6 

0 

other  Defined  Diseases  . 

4 

4 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

0 

1 

Special  Causes  (included 
above). 

Small-pox  . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Polioencephalitis  . 

